
VESUVIUS, the most
MOUNT volcano in tbe world's

which, as every school-
boy knows, destroyed the cities of Pom-
peii and Herculaneum, is again in erup-
tion and great alarm is felt for the safe-
ty of life and property in the vicinity
of the volcano. The flow of lava goes
on unchecked, and if the eruption con-

tinues on the alarming scale it has
lately reached it will cause frightful
misery and Immense damage. The lava
torrent near the crater, wjich has a
width of half a mile, divides into three
principal streams, each seventy to
eighty yards wide. These as they pour
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A NKW FISSURE.

down the mountain side, again sub-

divide into numerous smaller streams.
They advance at the rate of forty yards
an hour, submerging everything in
their path, searing the vegetation in tbe
vicinity as though fire had passed over
it. An enormous quantity of lava keeps
pouring out of the crater. It has filled
.Vetrana valley, a deep ravine, and ash-
es lie several inches thick for a long dis-
tance down the sides of the mountain
and on the adjacent villages. The in-

habitants of these villages are in a
state of suspense, not kuowing what
moment the volcano may burst forth in
all its fury and bury them the same as
It did the inhabitants of Pompeii over
1,800 years ago.

The slope of the mountain is one of
the most thickly populated districts in
the world. The fertility of the soil

is unsurpassed, four crops a year being
gardened in the best parts.

The spectacle at night Is one of in-

describable grandeir, and travelers
from all parts of Europe flock to see
the volcano in action. The faint, pal-
pitating glow that nominally marks the
great crater Is exchanged for a vivid
tongue of light, colored at times almost
like a rainbow, illuminating tbe heav-
ens and reflected with exquisite effect
in the waters of the bay. These

are accompanied by deep
rumblings and thunderous subterran- -

ON THE EDGE OF THE CRATER.

tions. but the avera ire Is about 4.000
feet. Its great crater Is some 2.000 feet
in diameter and about 500 feet deep.
It consists of two distinct parts. The
ean explosions, followed by great out-
pourings of lava and ashes. The fresh
lava streams moving down the moun-
tain' side, steadily encroaching more
and more on the cultivated regions,
nave already caused extensive loss.
Several new craters have appeared
arvund the central one, and from these
the lava also üows.

Vtount Vesuvius lies eight miles from

Naples, the largest city of Italy, and
overlooks the Bay of Naples. At its
base Vesuvius is thirty miles in circum-
ference. Its height varies after its erup-nort- h

side is a lofty, semi-circul- cliff,
called Monte Sommn, which has n pre-
historic crater. It is separated from
the active volcano by a deep valley sev-
eral hundred feet wide.

The Vesuvius of the ancients was a
truncated cone, with a base of eight
or nine miles and a height of 4,XK) feet.
At its summit was a depressed plain,
three miles in diameter. On tiüs plain
Spartacus, the gladiator, fought Clau-
dius Pulcher. There is no record of at.
eruption of Vesuvius prior to A. P. 79,
although the latter-da- y scientists have
proved that it must have been active
before that time. At the beginning of
the Christian era the sides of the Ves-
uvius were covered with fields and
vines, and its crater was overgrown
with wild grapes. It is certain that the
people living near it at that time had
not the slightest idea that it was an ac-

tive volcano, for the writings of Pliny
the Younger and Tacitus show that it
gave warning for thirteen years before
the great eruption. There were a ser-
ies of earthquakes and tremendous seis-
mic disturbances.

The great historic eruption took place
In August, 79 years after Christ. The
lava poured down the mountain side in
tremendous streams and burled Hercu-
laneum,' at the west base: Pompeii, on
the southeast side; Stabiae, on the
south side, and Castellamare. which
was beyond Stabiae. These cities were
inundated and forgotten until centuries
after, when the remains were dug up
and gave the moderns a perfect insight
into the manners and customs of the
time of the big eruption. For centuries
Vesuvius was quiet. People who lived
about it forgot that it had once buried
cities and killed thousands. Again did
vines cover the crater and its sides
were cultivated fields. There had been
six months of earthquakes, but these
were not accepted as a warning.

Vesuvius burst forth in mighty fury

MOUNT VESUVIUS.

mani-
festations

on December 10, 1031, suddenly and
unexpectedly. It continued until Feb-
ruary. 1032. There was a tremendous
flow of lava mingled with water, re-
sulting from the melting of the snow
and mud. Torre Annunziata. Torre
del Greco. Resina and Portia were al-
most wholly destroyed, and It Is es-
timated that 18.IXK) people lost their
lives. There was another eruption in
1000. but only ashes and steam, which
formed mud torrents, came forth.

One or the very grand eruptions oc-
curred in 1779. Huge stonos were pro-
jected several thousand feet into the
air in a cloud of white vapor, with
large masses of molten rock.' Huge
streams of lava poured down the moun-
tain side, carrying death and destruc-
tion. In 1794 it burst forth again and
Torre del Greco was once more des-
troyed. In October 1S22. an outbreak
ruptured the top of the cone, making
a crater three miles in circumference
and 1.000 feet deep. Since this time
Vesuvius has never been wholly quiet.
Eruptions have occurred periodically,
of more or less violence. In 1S55 lava
flowed for twenty-seve- n days, destroy-
ing miles of cultivated fields and many
houses, but the people fled In time to
save their lives. There were eruptions
In 1S5S and In 1SG1. which were of little
consequence. There were greater flows
of lava In 1S07 and again In 1872. The
eruption In the latter year was very
violent, tbe streets of Naples being cov-
ered Inches deep with a black sand.
There have been other eruptions since
that time, which have done more or
less damage, but none has been of great
Importance.

"How do you manage to keep ao
friendly with Mrs. Tiff?" asked Mrs.
Teeters of Miss Twitters. "I never use
her telephone." replied the afltota
young lady. Judge.

IN THE BROOMCORN BELT.

Crop Provea Profitable in Certain
Parta of Illinois.

7,'he busy day for the broomcorn
grower Is harvest time. The time ex-

tends from the 1st of August until Oct.
1. This is arranged by the time of
planting, which it) during tbe months
of May and June. The farmer plants
his broomcorn so that it will ripen at
different times during the harvesting
period. Great judgment must be used
In cutting or harvesting it. If it is cut
before ready it will not weigh well and
the fiber Is not up to standard. Then
if it is ripe, or nearly so, it will be
colored and that will detract from the
price. The ground is ployed and thor- -

j oughly pulerized before planting. The
cultivating is after the manner of In-
dian corn. When ready to harvest the
farmer gathers his force.

A man walks between two rows
breaking tbe stalks and laying them
across each other so as to form a ta-

ble about three feet high. A man
passes along on each side of the table
and cuts off the heads or tops of the
broomcorn. From four to eight inches
of the stalk is left with each head. Tbe
tool used for cutting broomcorn is a
knife similar to the ordinary shoe
knife. Tbe breaking of these tables
serves two purposes. It places the
beads in position so they may be cut
off readily and form a place to lay tbe
heads. Four rows of heads are placed
on each table. Teams pass through
tbe field between tbe table rows and
the corn is loaded and hauled to the
thrashing place. Here it is placed on
long tables, which extend to the seeder.
On these tables it is straightened out
and placed on a carrier belt, which car-
ries it through the seeder. From the
seeder it is carried to a barn or shed
prepared with shelving, where it is
scattered out and left to dry from two
to four weeks. When sufficiently dry it
Is placed in bales of 200 to 300 pounds
each.

It requires a large amount of addl- -
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.Bkoo) .corn ready fb riarvfc

tionnl farm help and coming at a time
of the year when the farm work of
other kinds is slack a great body of
men from tbe adjoining country flocks
to tbe broomcorn fields. The broom
manufacturer visits the farmer and
purchasers the crop. Sometimes he de-

pends upon a broomcorn broker. It Is
sold by tbe farmer at so much per ton.
The price varies from $50 to $100 per
ton. A ton is the product of from two
to three acres. In recent years a large
part is manufactured in the

belt. This broomcorn belt covers
but a small part of Illinois. It extends
from Neoga on the south to Tuscola on
the north, and from Shelbyvllle on the
west to Taris on the east. Broomcorn
Is not the exclusive crop in this belt,
for other crops are grown.

A F ir Under tanding.
A few years ago, a young man from

just across the Connecticut, who was
tending the village academy, became
sadly infected with the notion that all
the maidens were in love with him.
While In this state of mind It fell to his
lot one evening to see Miss H. safely to
her father's domicile. On arriving at
the door, the lady Invited him to enter,
ne did so. After a few moments' con-
versation he arose to leave, and as Miss
II. was showing him to the door, she
Innocently enough remarked that she
would be pleased to see him again.
Here was an occasion for the exercise
of Jonathan's courage and moral prin-
ciple. Expanding himself to his tallest
height, with a graceful but determined
inclination of the head, be replied:

"I should be happy, miss, to call as a
friend, but not as a feller!"

In Just One Minute.
An educated parrot gave rise to a

law suit in Montana, recently. The
man that owned the parrot was making
a great deal of noise in his house one
night, and a lady who lived next door,
becoming annoyed, asked him to kefu

8tin. In reply, she was told to "shut
up," and then followed a perfect volley
of abuse out of one of the windows.
The lady retired Into her house, and
the next day had tbe man arrested.
His defense was that he had not taid
a word, but the parrot had. and, of
course, he had no control over the
voice of tbe bird. He added, that, since
the magistrate seemed skeptical, he had

the parrot Into court, and
would have It give an exhibition of its
powers. This the parrot proceeded to
do, and in one minutes insulted every-
body in the room. Tbe magistrate
promptly dismissed the case, but told
the man that such a bird ought
to be strangled on general principles.

ANCIENT STATUS OF ACTORS.

They Were Clashed Among "Boxueti
Vagabonds and Sturdy Beggara "
There Í3 a common idea that actors

are by law considered as vagabonds,
tbe historic basis being a contempla-
tion of tbe statutes regarding vagran-
cy. These statutes, crude and general
in terms as were all or most of the
early enactments, having been mude
and renewed between the twenty-thir- d

year of Edward III. and the fifth year
of Queen Elizabeth, were variously re-

pealed and consolidated in 1572, tbe
act being the 14th Elizabeth, chapter 5,

In this act strolling players unlicensed
are certainly classed among "rogues,
vagabonds and sturdie beggars," who
are in tbe preamble of the act termed
"outrageous enemies to the common
weall," the penalty ou conviction being
"that then imiuediatelie he or she shall
be adjudged to be grievouslie whipped
and burnt through the gristle of tbe
right en re with a hot yron of the com-pass- e

of an inch about" a punishment
only to be abated by some responsible
householder taking him, or her, Into
service for a full year under proper rec-
ognizance. A second offense became a
felony.

The cause of tbe act "expressing
what person and persons shall bee so
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broom-eor- n

brought

rascally

extended within this . branch to be
rogues, vagabonds, and sturdie beg-
gars" includes the following: "Pre-
tended proctors, gamesters, persons
'faining themselves to have knowledge
In phisnomie, palmestrie, or other
abused sciences,' quasl-laboure- who
will not work, unlicensed jugglers, ped-
lars, tinkers, pettle chapmen, counter-feetour-

and users of licenses and
passports, shipmen pretending losses at
sea." The following inclusion deals di-

rectly with the subject of actors: "All
fencers, beare wardes, common play-
ers In Interludes, and minstrels, not be-
longing to any baron of the realme, or
towards any honourable personage of
greater degree which shall
wander abroad and have not licenses
of two justices of the peace of the least,
whereof one bee of the quorum where
and in what shire they shall happen to
wander." The Nineteenth Century.

Copper in .Maine.
Maine Is again to enter the list of

copper mining States. The deposits,
which are numerous and valuable,
were worked more than twenty-fiv- e

years ago, but a sudden decline in the
price of copper made them unprofit-
able; Improved and cheapened method
of production Is the cause of resump-
tion of work.

Flojsglnn aa a Cure.
A Scotch doctor proposed a flogging

as a cure for habitual drunkards be-

fore the British Medico-Psychologic- al

Society of Edinburgh. For the "alco-
holic crave" he suggested as a remedy
blistering and the application of plas-

ters, and for "the plea of heredity" that
a man should be flogged within an inch
ot his life every- - time he took a drink.

The Husband "My dear, did you get
any good from the sermon ?"

The Wife "I did; I am fully convinced
that I might be worse than I am."
Puck.

A crop of sprains and bruises Is har-este- d

from outdoor 6ports. The cure
3 the crop St. Jacobs Oil delights in
.s the triumph of the season, the one
hat beats the record.

' Fearless Men.
There is a condition possible to some

W souls that if not really the highest
ittribute of humanity wonld be chosen
by most men of noble mold were selec-
tion possible. It is the nnawed tran-
quillity, the absolute inability to fear,
that some men, not many, possess, or
rather, one should say, by which some
men are possessed. An instance of such
sourage on a low plane is that of in

kicking aside the bloody head
of his predecessor as he stepped to the
block, an act almost indelicate enough
to be humorous, yet withal significant
of an iron nerve.

Somewhere in the late seventies an-
other Russian, but this time a savant,
gave a proof of what length a rapt in- -'
tensity of purpose will carry a man ta
In order to make good his theory that a
suicide may be deliberate and unrepent-in- g

he subjected himself to hideous tor-
ture, ending in death, but nnder mK
circumstances that he might have re-
linquished his design at any stage of
its progress. Ho lay on bis back upon a
bedstead from which he had stripped
all the clothing, with a lamp placed un-
derneath him so that the flame just
touched his süine. risincr at interval a tn
make note, which were afterward pub
lished. I hey snow a calm spirit of re-
search and are slightly triumphant in
tone, though touched into high relief
once or twice by an expression of an-
guish. F. Foster in North American

THE EXCELENCE OF SYRUP OF FIGS
is due not only to the originality and
simplicity of the combination, but also
to the care and skill with which it is
manufactured by scientific processes
known to the California Fig Svbup
Co. only, and we wish to impress upon
all the importance of purchasing the
true and original remedy. As thp
genuine Syrup of Figs is manufacture

only, a knowledge of that fact wál ',
assist one in avoiding the worthless
imitations manufactured by other par-
ties. The high standing of the Cali-
fornia Fio Syiccp Co. with the medi-
cal profession, and the satisfaction
which the genuine Syrup of Figs has
given to millions of families, makes
tbe name of the Company a guaranty
of the excellence of its remedy. It is
far in advance of all other laxatives,
as it acts on the kidneys, liver and
bowels without irritating or weaken-
ing thém, and it does not gripe nor
nauseate. In order to get its beneficial
effects, please remember the name of
the Company

CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP CO. '

SAN FUAXCISCO. C.L
LOriSVILI.E. Ky. NEW TORE. N. Y.

14 Sansome St.. San Francisco, CaL

Assets, $Vj33,492.43 Capital paid is 1 ,704,150,08V

Small and largo sums received, in single pay-me- nt

or installment. Intret 6 per cent per
annum, paid semi-annuall- y. Correspond-
ence solicited.

The Owl

Drug Co.
1138 Market Street,

Sun Francisco, Cal.
Sao S. Spring Street,

Los Angeles, Cal.
loth a Broadway,

Oakland, Cal.

Cut-Ra- te Druggists
We Save You 25 to 50 per cent on

all Drugs, Medicines, Rubber Goods, Trusses.
Bend for 100 page price list.

FREE! FREE!
On all order of $1.00 or more, we will In. Q
elude an ounce of Raymond's Fragrant Sacbet
Powder worth 50c. free of charge providing
you cut this advertisement out and send
with order.

We Pay the Freight
On 11 orders within 100 miles of our store.
If order amounts to $5.00 or more and money
accompanies the order. V

Thompson's Dandelion and Celerv Tonic $ 60Hood's, Aver.s or Joy's Harsaparllla 70Paine's Celery Compound o
Dr. Baker's Honduras tíarsa parí 11a 75Scott's Emulsion 70
Carter's or Thompson s Liver Pills 15
Sew York Elastic Trusses qq
Epsom Salts or Sulphur, per pound 10
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